The Encouraging Word July

Pleasant Hills Community Presbyterian Church 20 11

From the I nterim Pastoré
As | write this, 117 of the Holy Cow! Church Assessment Tool (CAT) surveys have been completed and sent on to Columl
OH. | hope you are in that number, Dbut i f youdr entmaot ,
contract with Holy Cow! Consulting to assess where we are as a congregation and where we wish to go as a faith commui
This CAT survey is very, very important. You can fill it out three ways. Follow the instructions in the letter that yeedsoei
you can complete it in about 15 minutes from your computer at home, you can use a computer in Room 115 on Sundays f
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. From Monday through Thursday, the computers are avallable in Room 115 from 10 00 AM until 2:00
Paper versions of the survey are - Da

goal i s tc_) have 500 surveys sent ThISChUI‘Ch W

surveys can be sent in, so make sure you personally have responded tc

survey! Assessment Tool

As a follow up to the survey, there will be a Leadership Conference on < I
18 at 7:30 p.m. at the church in which Susan Tamborini Czolgosz will be Su rvey IS
interpreting the results of the survey to PHCPC. We will learn a great de ve ry’ ve ry

about ourselves which will be helpful to the Pastoral Nominating Commi

when it is formed. |mp0rtant

I know we are all so proud of the many people headed off on mission trips

this summer. | applaud those who went to Gulfport, MS (April 6 to 10 ), to Haiti (MayB@ 7), those who will be going to
Jackson, MS (June 2hly 2), those going to the North Side of Pittsburgh (Jur&B62), and Sharon and Amanda Stewart
who will be traveling to Malawi on June 30. These kinds of trips are life changing, and when you get back you never look ¢
your life the same way. Many of the members of PHCPC could have taken a pleasure cruise or a dream vacation to some
paradise destination, but instead they deliberately chose to use their
ministry skills alongside people who are in pain or are still reeling from &

Recentand Current |l oss years ago. One person retur
Mission Teams a third world country and | will never see myself or my situation the sam
way. 0 But there i s aWwesgiveohounselvese r s
¢ GU”:pOI't, MS but we also receive so much in ways we did not expect.
+ Haiti July 10 also marks an important date in the life of the Presbyterian
S Jackson MS Church (USA). Earlier this year, 173 presbyteries across this nation vote

. on three General Assembly o rtures and all three had the potential of
e Pi ttsbur g h 0 Soing il Bfekt tHa (?3 @w@at the New Form of
. MaIaW| Government (nFog) has passed and we will be using at some point a
slimmeddown version of th&ook of OrderThe propose@elhar
Confessiordid not receive sufficient votes (it required a tthirds vote
of preshyteries) and it will not become part of Baok of ConfessionQverture 18A has passed and one section of our

ordination standards wil |l have new | anguage. The sntcht e
marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in sin
Aisubmit joyfully to the Lordship of Christ in all aspe

Pray for the Transition Team as they complete the work on the CAT survey and move into the phase of discussion and fee
groups. Pray for our great denomination as change continues to happen all around us. Pray for the various searcloééams
for a new business manager and look to put in place people to lead us in worship and music ministry. God is gooda@ad will le

For the privilege of serving among you, I remainé
In Christ,

David B. Antonson
Interim Pastor



Holy Cow! Thanks for your Input!

by the Transition Team
The Transition Team of PHCPC wishes to thank all our church members for your participation in the Holy Cow! CAT Surve
The survey will be closing on July 4, and the results will be codified and analyzed in preparation for our church leadership
conference being held on July 18, 2011.

Susan Tambori ni Czol gosz, a consultant with Holy Cow|,
we? Where do we wish to go?06 as a faith community. The
from our members as we endeavor to define our church community, as well as our goals, plans and ideas for the future.

The PHCPC Transition Team will facilitate a series of Focus Groups to gather your personal observations, ideas and ¢com
about our church so that we can further refine our analysis. We will be utilizing existing church groups, as well a&l addition
group settings to obtain your personal input. Once the transition team has all the information from the Focus Groups, a fin
report will be prepared for our church leaders, which will be presented and discussed at a second church leadershipirtonfe
the autumn.

The final report and analysis of our faith community will be utilized by the Pastoral Nominating Committee in order to find
senior pastoral candidate that will be a suitable fit with our congregation, our goals and future plans.

Again, the members of the PHCPC Transition Team wish to thank you all for your participation throughout this intensive
ongoing processeécéeé

Blessings!

Organist Mark W. Frazier in Concert

Sunday Afternoon, July 31 at 3:00 PM
Organist Mark W. Frazier will present a special concert in our Sanctuary on Sunday, July 31. Mark is a "son" of Plsasgnt |
Church, having been confirmed here in 1973. His father, Robert, — .
Minister of Music here at Pleasant Hills from 1964 to 1981.

"I am thrilled to be able to return to the church in which | grew up
have a chance to play this wonderful instrument” Mark said. He we
on to say "The far ranging vision of Chairman James Stark and the
Organ Committee who purchased this amazing little instrument we
remarkable in 1970, and still is in the present day. George Bozem 2 AR
concert |l ast summer as part o :
convention and the enthusiastic response among the organists pre o
really brought this point home to me."

With a nod to this vision and history, Mark will present the same
concert given at the initial dedication of this instrument on April 26
1970, by organist George Markey. The program will include music|
diverse composers, from Bruhns, Handel and Bach to French mas
such as Vierne and Duruflé. "That concert those many years ago ¢
as one of the prime motivators for me to pursue the organ as my
primary instrument” Mark offered. "As a 10 year old, | had no idea
organ music could be so incredibly cool! Ironically, exactly four ye
later, on April 26, 1974, | made my "debut" playing this organ as part

of the rock opera "Thank the Lord" by Clyde Ligons. What a wonderful odyssey it has been since!"

Mar kdéds journey has taken him to serve churches of dil[/f

|l i kes to put it, Alt really is the same God whet hiehag|p e
worked as an aural programmer and keyboardist for diverse theatrical productions, and had the privilege of accomparjyinc
opera star Kathleen Battle for a program for the school children of Scioto County, Ohio. He is currently Director of Mugic

Ministries at South Congregational Church UCC in Concord, NH, and is the accompanist for the Concord Chorale. Lagt

summer, he was one of the recitalists at the Organ H s
Pittsburgh composers Roland Leich and Robert Farrell. He also presented a piece written especially for him by formeff Ple
Hills organist Luke Mayerni k, as wel | as one of hi s fow

A freewill offering will be taken to support the work of Pleasant Hills' Ministry of Music. All are invited to attend.




What Happens in Phoeni xé
by Tami Licht
éewonét stay in Phoenix! At |l east not this time aroun

Imagine a lovely hotel in the heart of Phoenix. Each day flanked by worship, peppered with networking, and in betwee
with rich instruction and enlightenment on the topics of stewardship, planned giving, and endowments. S2fiie 200
Presbyterian representatives atten8esivardship Kaleidoscodeeb. 28Mar. 2, 2011. | was one of those attendees.

As your Stewardship Elder (chair), my focus was twofold: stewardship methodologies that work and, more importantly
pl anned giving is all/l about. As such, the seminars |

In addition to selected seminars, we were also graced by several plenary speakers. These included:

e Rev. Jana L. ChildefisProfessor of Homiletics and Speech Communication at San Francisco Theological Seminary

e Will G. Enright, Ph.Di executive director of the Lake Institute on Faith and Giving at the Center on Philanthropy at
University

e Rev. Karl Travis senior pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Fort Worth, Texas.
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These experts shared their expertise and offered advice and coaching to us between seminars and during social networki

segments. It was invaluable.

So what did | learn? Too much to capture in a single article. But here are some highlights:

e Stewardship/giving patterns vary by generations, in terms of motivations for giving, perceived meaning of money, attitt

toward institutional church, and current financial reality.
e Charitable giving is related to economic cycles.
o People of faith are generous givers.

e Baby boomer or Americans born from 1946 to 1964 are projected to inherit $8.4 trillion at 2009 levels.

e Most worshipers make regular financi al contributions

small amount when they attend.
o 80% of Presbyterians have wills, 1 out of 8 has put the Church in their will.
¢ Religious Americans are unusually active in civic life.

e Churches and donors are uncomfortable talking about money.

Each of these topics was covered in substantial detail, backed by real world data and experience, and including tigs, techt

and tools for continuous improvement. | am still assimilating it allit suffice it to say | learned a lot in two and a halyd |
appreciated the opportunity to represent our church in this event. Please trust that your Stewardship team will béiapply
learning to the future of PHCPC.

ng

Dads and Kids Camping
Dads and Kids Camping (D&KC) is an annual camping trip to Laygsess
Hill State Park where Dads get to spend a weekend of quality tinJE*s
with their kids.This year, D&KC will take place from Friday, Augus

19-Sunday, August 21.

We will be leaving from PHCPC parking lot Friday evening at 5:0
PM and will return Sunday around 3:00 Phhis funfilled weekend FEes
features campfires, hiking, creek walks, kickball, Sunday morninge

church service, et@éll meals and snacks will be provided from din g
on Friday through lunch on Sunday.

A full weekend of cabin camping fun with all meals provided for o
$75 per family. Please join us for a great weekend of fun, fellows
and quality time with your kids. Contact Andy Rockwell for furthe
details or with questions atockwell23@gmail.com or 412-655
9009.



mailto:arockwell23@gmail.com
tel:412-655-9009
tel:412-655-9009

Bethel Bible Series: A Place to Start!

Coming This Fall!
Question: Who is the Bethel Bible Series For?
Answer: The Series is for everyone who wa

to learn about the Bible. B Ib ble. Wedll be wu
. . . . fibasic intro to t

. 2
Question: What is the Bethel Bible Series” Use and understan

Answer: The Bethel Bible Series is a Bible l\\
series developed at the Bethel Lutheran Chu. .,
in Madison, Wisconsin. It is a linking of themes from the
beginning to the end of the Bible.

Question: Why was the Bethel Bible Series written?
Answer: The series was written to help people discover @
l earn the meaning of the
the Scriptures. o

Question: When will the Bethel Bible Series be offered?
Answer: PHCPC will offer the series Sundays from

September :®ctober 30 at 11:00 AM in the Board Roon{,

and Thursdays September-R2vember 3 in the Board
Room from 6:15 AM7:30 AM.

Bari ingt yoe s

Get Acquainted With Your Bible!
Not sure what to do with the Bible or
where to start? This class will
introduce you to the basics of the

When: 10:15 AM-11:00 AM
Sundays July TAugust 28

Where: The Parlor
nd

Bndl eoafnthegdi n he
spares on hand!

U7
A

May Notes From the Session
The nineperson PHCPC Transition Team, appointed by session, has begun their work of analyzing our
congregationés current status, our needs, goal
(CAT) survey is underway, and is accessible online. Please note: paper versions are available at the ch
office. Session asks that you continue to offer your prayers and blessings on all team members: Linda S
Tami Licht, Chuck Weber, Bruce Webster, Diane McGuirk, Gary McGuirk, Jerry Reeves, Dave Boger a
Bootay.

The Session unani mously approved the minister:]
Michael Holohan pending with the Pittsburgh Presbytery. We ask everyone extend prayers and blessingdf
these excellent candidates and their ministries.

What are the requirements to be considered an active member of PHCPC? Elder Jean Crane reviewed
committee work completed thus far, and the role of active members will be codified according to the guig
previously submitted to the Session.

your bulletins for a mission presentation to the congregation!

Adult Ministries is pleased to announce a new
course is geared towards those who do not have much experience with the bible and its teachings, and
nice refresher for those of us who have not been in study recently. Mark your calendars!

Chuck Webei Clerk of Session

July: Collecting Drink Mixes

for the Food Bank
The Cloverleaf Food Bank donation theme for July is

Job Opening:
Part -Time Interim
Worship and Music Director

. . _ ADri nk mixAisd,| ilkemKmoade e (
PHCPC is now accepting resumes for the-paré | pjease donate unopened & unexpired items in design:
position of Interim Worship and Music Director. A || o cati ons within the chu W h

position description is on the church web site at:
www.pleasanthillschurch.com or at the
volunteer desk in the office.

Crystal Light tubes, powdered drink mixes or a jar of i
tea mix, the donations will be appreciated. Deacons w
handle transporting donations to the food bank.



http://www.pleasanthillschurch.com/

Hosting Families June 26 dJuly 3
PHCPC will be hosting families for the Interfaith Hospitality Network from Jurid@g 3. Volunteers are needed to drive th
van to and from the Crafton house, cook meals, or stay overnight with the families. If you can lend a hand and a garin
please call Tim at 418552000 x 130 or email him &m@pleasanthillschurch.com !

e
) he

What Do Volunteers Do for Our Hosted Families?
Volunteers are the hosts who serve our guests in very practical ways. Volunteers sign up to do a specific task oday.sp
You will never be asked to be a policeman, social worker or miracle worker. Just a host.

Driving the van:
The driver arrives at PHCPC at 6:00 AM to drive the IHN van. The driver drops off the hosted families in Crafton, ariloe

B Cifi

Dring

van back to church. In the evening, the driver returns to the church at 4:15 PM, drives the van to Crafton, picks upanaf gue

brings them back to the church. It is helpful if this volunteer has experience driving a van, but no special licensedigAeq
van drives like a very big automobile.)

Cooking a dinner:

This volunteer provides a dinner (including drinks and desserts) at the church for our guests. Dinner is served at &80
up is pretty simple. Plan on being at the church from-8:00 PM.

Cooks are encouraged to join the families for dinmngr
themselves more. Tim Comer will let you know how many adults and children are being hosted and if there are any di
restrictions. Please remember that our hosted families usually have small children who are probably not adventurdus
meal can be anything from a hommeoked dinner to takeut pizza.

Staying overnight:

Overnight hosts come to the church at 8:00 PM and leave the next morning at 6:00 AM. All the host really has to bring i

pillow. Bringing your sleeping bag is convenient, but mattress, sheets and blankets are provided. There are two sEage
available for the host, so couples or a parent and child can stay over together.

The most important thing an overnight host does is make our guest families feel welcome. Some of our guests want tg
appreciate the host lending an ear; almost every parent appreciates a host who helps keep an eye on the childrendigr
playing with them. You can watch TV with the guests or simply give your guests time to themselves (leaving your roor
open until bedti me so they know youdre availabl e). ck
knock on each f auwupicdly s door as a wake

If any emergency situation arises, the overnight host has a list of numbers to call depending on what is Bppetng.els¢

(Tim Comer, IHN staff, 911, etctakes care of any problenEhe instructions are spelled out clearly so the host always kn
exactly who to call.

Sign up for any of these volunteer jobs on the white board located in the Great Room Lobby. Hurry before all the good
all the good days are taken!

i
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An Ant -Free Picnic!
The Friendly Group had a wonderful gegethe
in Fellowship Hall to celebrate Summer!




Deacon Diary 6 July 2011

by Ken Harris, Deacon President
During the month of June, Deacons served a mends shel
breakfast at the VBS pancake breakfast, and sold breja
deacon activities within and outside the church.

Julyés Ilist of events includes:
e Mark your calendars! Sunday, July 1¢e Cream Social'Deacons are holding a fund raise
to kick off lllumination. Lunch and ice cream with all the treats will be served following T

11:00 SAM ervice in the Great Room. Tickets can be purchased at church after first ar
second services. See the weekly bulletin for details. Please plan to attend!

e Bread sal es atifund misef far daaen attvitiema r k e t

Collecting food items on Sunday mornings for the Cloverleaf Food Baalky is drink
mixes like KootAid, lemonade, iced tea. Place your unopened and unexpired items in 1
boxes near the entrances.

Serving coffee and treats between services in Fellowship Hall

Contacting and visiting our Care Partners

Outreach through Care Ministry cards (sympathy, congratulation, get well)
Deacon meeting no meeting this month.

I would like to thank everyone serving as a Deacon. If you have any comments or questiol
relating to Deacons, please contact Ken Harrieah412@gmail.com

rery r'/’rr’r”’r”l”’l;f TP
(111111777777

Quiet on the Third Floor! 1 : ma
The church office folks have noticec '
an eerie silence overheadreschool
is on summer break!

The playground was crowded with
parents and siblings during our fam |
ice cream social, and the side parki
lot was a bike, scooter and tricycle
grand prix for our enaf-year

picnics. Weodre a
-bye to our Agr ad
relationships we have built remain &
we see our alumni grow up.

There is a waiting list for threand
four-day classes, but we have spac
welcome eager 3 year olds! For
information, call us at 418552000
Ext. 136 or email
joanie@pleasanthillschurch.com

Mot herds Day Out
During the summer months, JuBeptember, Mothers Day Out will be open:

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday only.
Exceptions are:

4 From August 15September 5, they will be closed for vacation and will reopen the day after Labor Day,
September 6.

4 During VBS week, June 21June 24, MDO will be open all week.

Q_I—P


mailto:kenh412@gmail.com

Pittsburgh Presbytery Night with the Pirates: July 22
On Friday, July 22, at 7:05 PM, the Pirates will be play the St. Louis Cardinay@@andn sing the national anthem! Here ig
how it works! Order your tickets for the game ahead of time from the Pirates organization, noting you are from Pittsb |o
Presbytery (a portion of the sale will go to support the mission of the presbytery). It is hoped that at least 150dPr@slilytdri
form a mass choir from congregations throughout Allegheny County.

If you plan to join the Pittsburgh Presbytery Church Choir, report to the Mazeroski Way (right fielidysad at PNC Park b
6:00 PM on July 22 and look for the choir that is assembling together. Music will be handed out on the spot and thergjwill
director to lead and rehearse the choir. You will march in together along the right field wall, sing on the grass @lthe ofjtf

and then you can find your assigned seat in PNC Park. Everyone at the park receivestarfrénat night. If you plan tosg,
contact Jeanne Hutchison at PHCPC and she will report the number coming from our church. For more information offj thi
event, check the website for Pittsburgh Presbytery.

Sunday Worship in July at PHCPC
Sunday, July 3 4™ Sunday in Pentecost
The preacher of the morning at the 9:30 and 11:00 AM services is Rev. Darlene Hann. Scripture readings of the morning ¢
Genesis 24:388, 4249, 5867, Psalm 45:1Q7, Song of Solomon 2:83 and Matthew 11:149, 253 0 . Dondét flor
worship prayer at 9:00 AM in the Board Room.

Sunday, July 10:Holy Communion
We will gather at the Lordoés Table, and those who hale
will be sharing. The preacher of the morning will be Dr. David Antonson. Scripture readings for the morning are Genesis 2
34, Psalm 119:16%12, Romans 8:11 and Matthew 13:9, 1823. Join us for prevorship prayer at 9:00 AM in the Board
Room.

Sunday, July 17:6™ Sunday in Pentecost
Special guest preacher of the morning will be Rev. Dr. Edwin Chr. Van Driel, assistant professor of theology at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary. Dr. van Driel joined the seminary faculty in 2009 and is a native of Rotterdam, the Netherlands.| His
current book igncarnation AnywayScripture readings for the day are Genesis 2894 Psalm 139:12, 2324, Romans 8:12
25 and Matthew 13:280, 364 3 . Dondét forget t he Deaconbdés I ce Cream |Soc
the Great Room. Join us for pa@rship prayer time at 9:00 AM in the Board Room.

Sunday, July 24:7" Sunday in Pentecost
Besides several baptisms at 9:30 AM and 11:00 AM, Dr. Antonson will be the preacher of the morning. The scripture lessc
the day are Genesis 29:28, Psalm 105:11, 45b, Romans 8:289 and Matthew 13:311, 4452. Join us for prevorship
prayer time at 9:00 AM in the Board Room.

Sunday, July 31:8" Sunday in Pentecost
Tim Comer will be the preacher of the morning at both services. Scripture readings for the day are Genexis 32:22
Psalm 17:17, 15, Romans 9:h and Matthew 14:%21. Join us for prevorship prayer time at 9:00 AM in the Board Room.

, The End of the Preschool Year!

~| The preschool finished the year with a picnic in the upper
parking lot. There was food, bike riding and fun for the

i children and the parents!




The HaitiMission Trip 4
— by Liz Hollis -

The Haiti Mission Team: Hannah Gerbe, Kristen Rhoades, Kevin Vinay, Deac Dressing, Keaton Lindberg, Tim Comer, D:
e ndberg, J aysigmAaSamuel s, Bernadette Gerbe, Maddy ATu
Liz Hollis and Rob Gage Photo by one of the Mission Flight International pilots. '

The team members of the Haiti Mission Trip ittt &
arrived safely in Cap Hatien, Haiti to be :
greeted by unpleasant fumes, odors, heaps ¢
trash, and people lining the streets on our we:
to the orphanage called EBAC. Kids in the F=
orphanage were beyond thrilled to meet us ; (.
we stepped off the bus. Transitioning from th
U.S. to one of the poorest countries in the &} &
world was a complete shock. The people of
Haiti are in desperate need of help which we
noticed right away.

Through our construction projects, we were
able to put our best efforts forward to try and }
make EBAC a better place to live. The EBAC
orphanage contains about eighty kids, not
including street kids that come into the open
gates of the orphanage to try to find food to
take back to their families and to make frienc

Children from one of the orphanages.

Our first project we worked on was their

(Continued on pag8)




Dave, Deac, Tim and Zack removing broken orphanage playground equipmeti€ dull room.

Pastor Sabian,
Founder of the EBAC orphanage.

(Continued from pag8)

playground. The playground was a
disaster. It was filled with cracks,
holes, and rust making it dangerou

and unstable for children to play on.

Our team demolished the remains
the playground and we were going
help rebuild it, but we were unable
do so since we did not get the parts
time because of the recent
hurricanes.The next team that is
going down to EBAC will rebuild th
playground.

Another project that we completed
was repainting the dining hall area
where the kids ate. The building is
very poor shape containing rats,

cockroaches, and other various

insects. We painted the area a brig
yellow color which helped liven up

Our daily routine started off with
eating breakfast and then afterwards we spent time with kid
playing games and talking with them until lunch time.

After lunch, we spent more time with kids until dinner. After
dinner, our team went back to our apartment building we we
living in at the orphanage. To end our day, we met as a grou
worship God by singing songs and talking about how the da
went.

A couple of days during the trip were a little different from ot
normal schedule. Our group had the option of going to anotk
orphanage called Idadee to give the husband and wife runn
the orphanage a break. The couple is newly married and ne
has time to spend together, let alone eat a meal with one an
They are responsible for taking care of eight-ygarolds and
have two children of their own that are over the age of five.
group split into two groups and each group went a different
to give the husband and wife a break by spending time with
kids.

We were able to set up a few movie nights for the kids at EE
We made popcorn and passed out Tampico drinks (which a
similar to Kootaid) for the kids to snack on during the movie
We set up a sheet and projector in one of the recreational rg
to watch Toy Story One, Two, and Three. It was obvious tha
children thoroughly enjoyed themselves as they watched the
Story movies for the first time.

On behalf of the entire mission trip team, | want to thank yol
for keeping our team in your prayers. We would not have be

(Continued on pag#0)
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