
 
 
 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 
Week of Sunday, November 29 

 
Questions with asterisks are meant to be answered by everyone in the group. 

(typically, the icebreaker question and the final question of the evening) 
 

Do not feel pressure to answer every question. Leave time for prayer at the end of your time together. 
 
 
Icebreaker 
**How do you typically begin your day?** 
 
Questions for the Advent Sermon Series, Awaiting the Light 
Read this passage to provide the context for the discussion questions that follow. 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
   make straight paths for him.’” 

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and 
wild honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of 
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree 
that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals  
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand,  
and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.”  1

 
Discussion Questions on Next Page  

1 Matthew 3:1-12 



1. **What are your immediate reactions to John the Baptist?** 
 

2. We may wonder, who invited John the Baptist to our Christmas celebration? The answer, 
however, is that God was quite intentional about making John an important part of the Christmas 
celebration. His role is to call people to repentance in preparation for the coming Savior, Jesus. 

a. How do you typically respond when someone confronts you about something you’ve 
done wrong (whether it’s something you’ve done, or said, or a general attitude)? 

b. What makes these confrontations so painful, or difficult, or uncomfortable? 
 

3. In the book of James, we read, “Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that 
you may be healed.”  2

a. Do you have anyone in your life to whom you regularly confess your faults and failures? 
b. What would a routine discipline of honest confession like this require from you? 
c. What would be the benefits of this kind of discipline? 

 
4. **Pastor Mark referenced this quote, “Everywhere the queen goes, she smells new paint.” In other 

words, there is great preparation made by anyone who expects a visit from such an authority 
figure. In many ways, this is the message of John the Baptist. Prepare. Straighten your crooked 
ways. So, what is one aspect of your life that you can “straighten” in preparation for the 
celebration of Jesus’ coming into the world?** 
 
Two challenges for this week: 
 

a. Sometimes our personal flaws are so embedded in our lives that we are not even aware 
of them. Ask a trusted friend or family member who knows you very well to identify an 
area of your life that needs to be straightened this Christmas season. Receive their 
words with a gracious, “Thank you,” then reflect on how you might change. 
 

b. Consider how you will make the discipline of confession more of a routine in your life. 
 

5. Were there any other parts of the Scripture passage or sermon that seem helpful to discuss 
before we close in prayer? 

 
 
Take prayer requests and close in prayer. Allow time for small group members to pray aloud. 

2 James 5:16 


